Egypt's leader, Gamal Abdel
Masser, greets children in
1556.

- Islamic omamental writing
from a mosque in lran
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Remembering Nasser
As @ young boy in Syria, Nasser Rabbat recalls
seeing the Arab leader, Gamal Abdel Nasser

5% One of my earliest memories dates back to
the winter of 1960 when | was almast four
years old. | remember . . . screaming with the
crowd around us ‘Nasser, Nasser” ... |had
been taught . .. to be proud of . .. Nasser,
‘the unifier of the Arabs’ and 'the leader of
our news renaissance,’ > ”

~~piaseer Rabbat, "On being nared Nasser”

- Gamal Abdet Masser’s Arab nationalism and
other forms of nationalism were among the most
important forces to shape the Middle East in the
| decades after World War 1.

Focus Question What are the main similarities
and ditferences ameng Middle Eastern nations?

Objectives

» Analyze the diversity of the Middie East and the
political chalienges it has faced.

* Explain the region’s conflicts over resources and
religion.

_= Qutline the history of nation-building in thres
Widdle Eastern nations.

Terms, People, and Places

kibbutz Amwar Sadat
secular Kohamwnad Mosaddeq
hejab Ruhollah Khomeini

Suez Canal
Gamal Abdel Nasser

theocracy

Reading Skill: Identify Causes and Effects Filt
in a concept web like this one to keep track of
events in the Middle £ast since 1945,
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Teaders of Nasser's generation tried to build strong nations across
the Middle FBast. Despite rich reserves of oil and natural gas in
zome parts of the region, however, internal divisions and autoeratic
governments hindered progress throughout the Middle East.

The Middle East, as we use the term in this chapter, is the region
stretching from Egyvpr in the west to Iran in the east and from
Turkey in the north to the Arabian Peninsula in the south.
Though most people in the region today are Mushms, there are
also Christian communities and the predominandy Jewish natlon
of Israel. Most countries have large ethnic or religious minorities.

Mandates Gain Independence You learned in an earlier
ehapter that Britain and France carved much of the Middle East
inio mandates, or dependencies, after World War L During the
19303 and 1940%, these mandates became the independent states

of Trag, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Israel.

Kurds Seek Freedom An ethnic group called the Kueds lives in
the northern Middle East. Borders drawn mainly after World
War I divide their homeland among Turkey, Iran, Syria, and Iraq.
In each country, the Kurds are a minority.



Kurds faced diserimination and brutal treatment, especially in Iraq
and Turkey. Beginning in the 1970s, Kurdish rebels fought Turkish
forces. Thousands of Kurds died in the fishting. In 1999, however, the
main Kuordish rebel force gave up the use of violence, though tensions
continue. After Irag’s defeat in the 1991 Gulf War, Kurds in northern
Iraq rebelled and set up their own governmenis with British and Ameri-
can military support.

Israel Is Founded As you have learned, Britain supported a Jewish
national homeland in part of its mandate of Palestine. The horrific experi-
ence of Jews in the Holocaust added to worldwide support for a Jewish
homeland. Jews. including many Holocaust survivors, migrated to Pales-
tine in large numbers after World War IL In 1847, the UN drew up a plan to
divide Palesting into an Arab and a Jewish state. Jews accepted the plan,
but Arabs rejected it. They felt that all of Palestine should belong to them,

After Britain withdrew from Palestine in 1948, Jews proclaimed the
independent State of lsrael. Arab atates launched the first of several
wars against Israel but were defeated. Israel developed rapidly. A skilled
workforce built businesges. Kibbuteim producsd crops for export. A
¢ (kih BOOTS) is a collective farm. Israel attracted Jews from around
the world, including Jews expelled from other Middle Eastern lands.

countries have Arab majorities.
The exceptions are Torkey, fran,
and lsrael,
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The conflicts of 1948 created enormous refugee problems. As a result
of the war, hundreds of thousands of Palestinian Arabs fled their homes
in Israeli territory. The UN set up camps in neighboring areas to house
them. Hondreds of thousands of Jews from Arab lands were also driven
from their homes. Both sides feel embittered by the displacements.

Political Systems Limit Freedom Most Middle Eastern nations have
had autoeratic governments. In some countries, nationalist military lead-
ers seized power. In other countries, such as Jordan and Saudi Arabia,
hereditary monarchs rematned in power. Only Israel and Turkey had
stable multiparty democratic svstems by 2005.

# Chackpoint Why did many people around the world support a
Jewish homeland in Palestine?
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Parts of the Middle FEast sit atop the world’s largest oil and gas reserves.
Oil-rich nations have prospered, but other Middle Eastern nations have
struggled economieally. Meanwhile, Muslim Middle Easterners have dis-
agreed over the role of Islary in a modern economy.

Supplying the World With Oil Because the Middle East commands
vital oil resources, it has strategie importanes to the United States and
ather powers. Nations with large oil reserves are Saudi Arabia, Iran,
Irag, Kuwait, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE.Y These nations
are all members of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC), founded in 1960, In
1973, OPECs Arab members blocked ol
shipments to the United States {o protest
L8, support for Israel. This oil embargoe
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The iragi artist
Hassan Massoudy
combines the lslamic
tradition of calligra-
phy, or ornamenial
writing, with abstract
Western styles.

L.ike other religions, Islam faces the challenge of adapting its
traditions to a changing modern world. While religious traditions
remain important to Muslims, Western culture has gained influence.
Traditionally, in {slamic countries, wornen were not expected io read
or write, Today, Muslim women are pursuing educations and
new career opportunities, While lslamists call for a return

10 tradition, many Muslirms embrace a mixture of traditional
and medern ways.

he basic princi~- ™%

ples of Islam, such as

pilgrimage and prayer,
remain important to modem

- Muslims, such as the lragi
pilgrim ta the left.

Thinking Critically

1. Graph Skills Which has risen faster since 1890 in Turkey
and Saudi Arabia, men’s literacy or women'’s literacy?

2. Analyze Visuals How do these photos and art reflect a
mix of Islamic tradition and Western styles?
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contributed to a worldwide recession. Since the 1970s, OPEC has focused
on regulating the price of oil rather than on taking political stands.

Islam Confronts Modernization Some Middle Eastern nations
adopted Western forms of « or nonreligious, government and law,
keeping religion and government separate, Many Middle Eastern leaders
also adopted Western economic medels In a quest for progress. In the
growing cities, people wore Western-style clothing, watched American
television programs, and bought foreign products. Yet life improved very
fittle for many people.

By the 1970s, some Musliny leaders were calling for a return to Sharia,
or Izlamie law. These conservative reformers, often called Islamists,

blame social and economic ills on the following of Western models. Islam-  Vocabulary Builder
ists argue that a renewed commitment to Islamic doetrine is the only  dectrine-{DAHK trin} n. teachings,

way Lo solve the region’s problems. The Islamist movement appeals to principles, or beliefs
many Muslims. Some have used violence to pursue their goals, However,
marny Muslims oppose the extremism of the Islamists,

Women's Options Vary Conditions for women vary greatly from
country to country in the modern Middle East) Women in most countries
have won equality before the law. Some women have entered professions
such as law and medicine. In Turkey, Syvria, and Egvpt, many urban
women gave up the tradition of | boor wearing the traditional Muslim
headscarves and loose-fitling, ankle-length gamnents nieant to conceal.

On the other hand, religiously conservative Baudi Arabia and Iran
require women to wear hejab. In Saudi Arabia, women are not allowed to
drive. In many Islamie countries, girls are less likely to attend school
than boys. This is beecause of a traditional belief that girls do not need an
education for their expected role as wives and mothers. Muslim women
have begun to challenge this belief.

e

v Checkpoint  Why are Islamists opposed to secular government in
Islamic countries?

Rising Literacy

100
© ] 85%
£z 80 3%
] 1 R
£ 5 B0
O b
53 40
Zon 1
a9
2% 7
0]

1e90 2004
Turkey Saudi Arzbia

These young Muslim women in Beirut, !
Lebanon, balance Western fashions with the
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An islamist Government

fran’s political leaders, who are Muslim
dergymen, gather in 2003 to commemorate
the death of Ayatoiiaty Khomeini, a religious
ieader and the founder of Iran’s Islamist
gavernment. The leaders are seated beneath
a giant portrait of Khomeind. How does

promoting the memery of Khomeini help to
justify rule by religious leaders?
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Across the Middle East, leaders soughi to build strong and prosperous
nations. However, in the vears since World War 11, each nation has faced
differant challenges.

Egypt, a Leader in the Arab World Egypt has the largest popula-
tion of the Arab nations. While most of Egypt is desert, s large popula-
tion is crammed into the narrow Nile River valley. Egypt's loeation 15
strategically important, because it shaves a long border with Israel and
controls the “ue wad, which links Europe with Asia and Easi Africa.

In 1952, finmal Abd .o seized power in Egypt. Determined to
medernize Egvpt and stop Western domination, Nasser nationalized the
Suez Canal in 1956, ending British and French control. Although Britain.
and France responded militarily, ihe United States and the Soviet Union
forced them to withdraw. Nasser’s Arab nationalism made
him popular throughout the Arab world. Nasser led two
unsuccessful wars against lsrael. To counter US. support
for Israel, Kgypt relied on Soviet aid. Egypt’s foreign rela-
tions thus teok on Cold War significance.

Tn 1979, Nasser's successor, A . became the
first Arab leader to make peace with lsrael Sadq alsn
weakened ties with the Soviet Union and sought U8, aid.
However, Iglamists dencunced the undemocratic govern-
ment's failure to end corruption and poverly. In 1981, Mus-
lim fundamentalists assassinated Sadat. Under Badat’s
appointed successor, Hosni Mubarak, extremists turned to
terrorist attacks, and harsh government crackdowns tended
to increase support for Islamists.

PR S A

fran's Islamic Revolution Because of its vast oil fields,
Iran was a focus of Cold War interest. Iran's ruler, Shah
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, favored the West but faced
nationalist eritics at home, lea by
istaw sah dek’. When Mossaddeq was elected prime minister
in 1951, he nationalized the foreign-owned oil industry.
With American -help,-the shah ousted- Mossaddeq -and
returned lrans oil industry to Western controb. This meve
outraged many lranians.

Over the next decades, the shah used oil wealth to build
industries and redigtribute land to peasants. He also gave
new rights to women. Opposition to the shah grew, espe-
cially among the Islamic clergy. In response, the shah’s
secret police terrovized critics.

The shah’s foes rallied behind Ayatoliah
! i1 (ROO hol tah kob »ay nee). The ayatollah, a reli-
gious leader, condemned Western influences and accused
the shah of violating Istamic law. In 1979, massive protests
drove the shah from power Khomeini and his supporters
proclaimed an Islamic repuablic.

The new government was a il L or government by
religious leaders. They ran the szmxv bazed on Islamic
law. Like the shah, they zilenced critics. In 1979, Islamis
seized the American embassay in the capital and held 52 hos-
tages for more than a year. The new Islamiec republic soon
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the West. The United States impesed econoemic sanctions and accused
Iran of backing terrorists. After the 2003 U.8. cceupation of Iraq, Amert-
an officials accused Iran of providing weapons to Iraqi fighters for use
against U.8. forees. Iran was also accused of using nuclear research as a
caver for developing nuclear weapons.

Oil, Religion, and Threats to Stability Saudi Arabia, a vast desert
land, has the world's largest oil reserves. It alzo includes Islam’s holy
land. Since the 19205, kings from the Sa'ud (sah 00D} family have ruled
Saudi Arabia. They justify their rule by their commitment to the strict
Walthabi sect of Sunni Islam.

However, Saudi Arabia’s economic development after World War 11
depended on massive oil exports to the Western world. In return, Saudi
‘eaders relied on the military support of the United Stales. Although

Saudi Arabia joined the OPEC oil embarge in 1973, the nation’s rulers

quickly returned to their cooperative relationship with the West.

To build support within the country, the royval family backed funda-
mentalist religious leaders, Howsver, some of these leaders and their fol-
lowers eriticized the kingdom's close ties to the West. They also charged
that Western influence in the kingdom violated Islamic principles.

Increasingly, opponents of the kingdom’s Western ties adopted violent
or terrorist factics. Attacks on western targets included an atisck on a
U5, military compound i 1996 and another on a U8, consulate in 2004.
These attacks threatened to disrupt the Saudi oil industry, which

_depends on Western expertize. Some feared that growing unrest could
threaten the country’s ability to supply oil vital to the world’s economy.

Other oil-rich monarchies along the Persian Gulf, such as Kuwait,
Bahrain, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates, face similar threats. In
Kuwait, Qatar, and the UAE. foreign citizens are a majority of the popu-
lation. In Bahrain, there has been growing opposition among the major-
ity of the people, who follow Shiite Islam, toward Bahrain's royal family,
who follow the Sunni branch of Islam.

7 Checkpeint What were Ayatollah Khomeini's reasons for apposing
the shah?

- Terms, People, and Places Comprehension and Critical Thinking

< %, For each term, person, or place fl\ttd 3. Summarize How was the Holocaust
the beginning of the section, wiite ¢ connectad 0 the birth of lsrael?
sentence explaining its significance. 4, tdentify Central Issues What

Taking

islamists seek?

¢ 2. Reading Skill: identify Causes and 5, Draw Conclusions Why oid Egypt

¢ Effects Use your completed concept attract the interest of the supsrpowers
weh to answer the Focus Question: during the Cold War?
What are the main similarizies and dif 6. Synthesize Information How has the
ferences among Middle Eastern Saudi royal family's support for funda
nations? : mentalism made their kingdom more

unstable in recent years?

changes in government policies dig the
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¢ Writing About History

Quick Write: Revise Your Writing When
you write a compare’and contrast essay,
combining short seaterces can improve
your writing. Write 3 short sentence that
states a fact about a Middle Eastem coun
try. Wirite a second sentence stating & simi-
far or different fact shout another Middle
Fastern country. Revise your sentences by
; mmg them into a single sentence that

mpares of Contrasts these facts, using
-anjuncf;icns such as whife, whereas, yet,
both, and, or also.
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