IS EYE FOR AN EYE ETHICAL – Read the situation, response and then the directions.  

SITUATION: A food-delivery person chained his bike to my locked-up bike when he couldn't find a spot on the pole. Unable to ride to lunch, I chained both our bikes to the pole and walked. When I returned, he was really upset. Was my instinct to teach him a lesson unethical?

Anthony B., New York

DIRECTIONS: After reading the situation above write your own 1-page double spaced response to whether or not you feel the “eye for an eye” punishments are beneficial in the long term for people and society.  Use your own real world experience to explain whether or not you feel this would either help or hinder society. 
Sample RESPONSE: The guy was asking for it. He knowingly inconvenienced a stranger, so he couldn't have been all that shocked when someone returned the favor.

Your solution seems so elegant: Use the very tools of this man's discourtesy to teach him a lesson about respect. But as satisfying as eye-for-an-eye justice can be, it's unlikely to cause him to reflect on how he wronged you. It will probably just make him hate you and therefore care that much less about inconveniencing you or anyone else he might proceed to lock up.

Most likely, the guy was just scrambling to stay on schedule, making a quick bet that he could get in and out again before you even noticed. A word with his employer about the effects of their delivery schedule on the people who work in the area would have been more fair and more effective.  And less likely to get you punched in the nose.
